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Timid mice, homeless runaways, teen homesteaders, midshipmen,
and middle-school misfits are a small sampling of the characters
populating the selections for this column. Both adult and young
adult titles are included: Some stir your conscience, others touch
your heart, and several aim straight for your funny bone. Grab a
tape or CD player, headphones if needed, and settle back for great
listening. 

Fur and Feathers
After moving to Florida from
Oklahoma, Roy Eberhardt spends his
days ducking the school bully, Dana
Matherson, in Carl Hiaasen’s first
young adult novel, Hoot. Meeting
“Mullet Fingers,” the runaway
stepbrother of schoolmate Beatrice,
thrusts Roy into an ecological battle
against a major pancake chain as the
two boys fight to save burrowing
owls from the company’s bulldozers.
Narrator Chad Lowe slips nimbly
from the young, often obsequious,
tone of born mediator Roy; to the
snarly bravado of the intellectually challenged Dana; to Beatrice’s
practical, no-nonsense voice; and even to the hoots of the
burrowing owl. Hiaasen’s concern for Florida’s ecology, a thread in
his adult titles, underpins the fabric of Hoot.

First time novelist Michael Hoeye introduces timid watchmaker
and mouse Hermux Tantamoq in Time Stops
for No Mouse. Hermux is content with the
routine of his watch repair shop and looks
forward to quiet evenings spent with his pet
ladybug, Terfle, until noted aviatrix Linka
Perflinger drops off a watch for repair. Smitten
with this adventuress, Hermux worries when
she doesn’t return to retrieve her property.
Weeks pass before a yellow-eyed rat shows up
to claim Linka’s watch, and uncharacteristically,
Hermux digs in his heels, refusing to relinquish
it. Following the rat leads Hermux into the
nefarious plot of his neighbor Tucka Mertslin,

an aggressive, obnoxious cosmetics
businesswoman who will stop at nothing to
develop the Eternal Youth line of elixirs.
Campbell Scott’s quiet reading of Hermux’s
adventures heightens the contrast between
the mouse’s demure personality and his
derring-do when aroused to defend Linka.
Scott continues the voice of Hermux and his
escalating adventures in The Sands of Time.

An evil creature, more malevolent than
Tucka Mertslin, lurks in Robin Jarvis’s The
Dark Portal, the first book in the Deptford
Mice Trilogy. An extended family of mice

lives in an abandoned house in London. Their peaceful life is
marred only by the Grill, a Victorian-era ironwork opening that
leads from their basement to the murky sewers where the rats and
their disgusting leader, Jupiter, live. When Audrey Brown’s father
crosses the Grill and is lost in the sewers, she and several other
mice set aside their fear of being peeled and roasted by the rats to
search for him. As Roe Kendall blithely tackles the varied
characters—whether fearful mother, blustery rat, or enraged
Jupiter—she adds nuances that heighten the fetidness of the
sewers, charm of mouse life, and dread of
Jupiter.

Unique Persons
Ben’s cerebral palsy has left him with a
limp and unable to use one hand, but
don’t feel sorry for the “spaz” of Ron
Koertge’s Stoner and Spaz. With the help
of the “stoner,” punk druggie Colleen
Minou, Ben shrugs off his grandmother’s
coddling, strikes up an odd friendship
with Colleen, and becomes his own
person. Narrator Josh Hamilton’s
intonations reflect the incongruity of this
friendship as Colleen’s lack of inhibitions
thrills preppy Ben and awakens him to
the joy and heartache of becoming a

friend.
Struggling to control his out-of-control

behavior, Joey adopts the new persona of
“Mr. Helpful” in What Would Joey Do?, the
concluding volume of the trilogy begun with
Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key (Listening
Library, 1999) and Joey Pigza Loses
Control (2000). More adult than his feuding
parents, Joey must organize his
grandmother’s funeral; retrieve his beloved
Pablo and other Chihuahuas kidnapped by
his father; show his blind, homeschooled
partner, Olivia Lapp, how to be a nicer

person; and learn how to answer Olivia’s mother, who continually
asks “What would Jesus do?” Joey learns what he would do, and
the low-key approach of author and narrator Jack Gantos illustrates
the new control Joey tries to exhibit, a striking contrast to the
wacky world of the adults around him.

Two multicast recordings use teen narrators in works that
illustrate the often cruel world of middle school. In The Misfits by
James Howe, twenty-eight characters bring Bobby Goodspeed, his
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Space limitations and a twice-yearly schedule for this
column limits its focus to unabridged audiobooks whose
outstanding narration, combined with an intriguing plot
or useful subject matter, have special appeal to teens.
Therefore, only those audiobooks with high quality and
popularity ratings are selected.



friends, and his schoolmates to life. The Gang of Five—who really
number only four but are always ready to accept a fifth—take on
the popular kids in the student council election as they run on a
platform against name-calling. Pudgy Bobby realizes the hurt
caused by name-calling after he and his friends count more than
fifty different labels pinned on them, from lardo and fluff to know-
it-all, faggot, and wop. The concluding interview with the author
adds a personal touch to the recording. Amy Goldman Koss’s The
Girls presents the seemingly thoughtless but often premeditated
shunning of someone. A group of five girls is reduced to four
when Candace takes a dislike to Maya, a new student whom she
originally brought into the group. The reactions of Maya, Rene,
Darcy, Brianna, and Candace to the group’s changing structure
reveal a range of personalities from shallow and self-centered to
forgiving and caring. Both audiotapes use narrators nearly the same
age as their characters, not only providing the passion, enthusiasm,
hurt, and thoughtfulness that earmark this age group but also
endowing these books with spirit and vibrancy.

Recent Book Award Winners
A string of accolades surrounds My Heartbeat by Garret
Freymann-Weyr, including being a Printz Honor Book and a Best
Book for Young Adults. Ever since she was in seventh grade, Ellen
has had a crush on her brother Link’s best friend James. Ellen
never questioned the boys’ friendship until ninth grade, when an

upperclassman asks if the two are a
couple. Repeating the question to James
and Link changes forever their easy
camaraderie, sending Link off to date an
obnoxious girl and pairing Ellen and
James. Narrator Christy Carlson Romano
imbues Ellen with heartbeat, that mystical
passion championed by her father. Clear,
distinct enunciation makes the audiobook
easy to listen to and helpful in
distinguishing among the three main
characters. Romano’s soft, warm tones
build the portrait of Ellen as a person not
into “girly” things, who struggles to
understand her new relationships with
James and Link.

Noted author Richard Peck continues
his Best Books for Young Adults-winning

ways with Fair Weather. Renowned actress Estelle Parsons evokes
the rural nineteenth-century tones of the Beckett children and their
grandfather, who leave the family farm to visit the World’s
Columbian Exposition in Chicago as guests
of their wealthy, widowed Aunt Euterpe. In
their short visit, the Beckett family turns Aunt
Euterpe’s home upside down and wrests the
widow’s weeds from their status-conscious
aunt. Parsons shifts among the ages and
genders of these characters as she captures
Grandpa and his cuss words “heckatee and
heckatoot,” models the primness of this
Victorian time through Aunt Euterpe, and
lets the excitement of country kids in the big
city shine through. The afterword from the
author describes some of the technology seen at this fair and its
impact on twentieth-century life.

In addition to being designated an ALA Children’s Notable Book,
The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke is also the winner of the 2003
Batchelder Award for best translation of a book from another
country. After the death of their mother, Prosper and Bo run away

from their remote, childless aunt and uncle and arrive in their
mother’s favorite city of Venice. Here they are absorbed into a
supportive gang of young thieves run by the Thief Lord, a
mysterious masked youth. Offered the job of locating an old
carousel, the group transforms, reveals the identity of the Thief
Lord, and merges fantasy with reality. Hearing this tape, one might
think it’s a multicast recording as narrator Simon Jones effortlessly
leaps from lisping Rocco to gruff
Detective Getz and then to the sweet,
melodic cant of Hornet, the only girl in
the gang. This recording is a masterful
telling of an outstanding book.

Ariadne Meyers transforms Meg
Cabot’s All-American Girl from a
light, fun read to a grabber of a
performance that makes the listener
want to join in the conversation.
Meyers’s incredible voice allows her to
gambol from the Southern drawl of the
President of the United States, to the
“valley speak” of Samantha’s older,
“with-it” sister, on to the no-nonsense
tones of heroine Samantha, and then to
the slightly lispy speech of her younger, gifted sister. She also
speaks for the parents, an art teacher, and even a squawking crow.
Samantha, the middle child in her family, skips art class one
afternoon and saves the president from assassination. Her
impulsive act leads to dinner at the White House, dates with the
president’s son, and transformation from school outcast to “Miss
Celebrity.” This popular author’s book was an ALA Quick Picks for
Reluctant Young Adults for 2003.

Another 2003 ALA Best Book for Young Adults is Catalyst by
Laurie Anderson, narrated by Samantha Mathis. Left with
responsibilities for her family following her mother’s death nine
years earlier, type-A personality Kate Malone continually drives
herself. Critical of others, she’s equally hard on herself and relieves
much of her frustration by running at night. Her life soars out of
control when her father opens their home and Kate’s room to
schoolmate Teri Litch and her young brother, Mikey, whose house
has burned down. When Mikey dies and Kate is rejected by MIT,
she’s forced to reconsider what’s important to
her and learns to reach out to others. As Kate
loses her tight discipline, Mathis’s voice
increases in tempo and excitement, in contrast
to the earlier, flatter tones associated with a
depressed teen. Although a first-person
narrative, the audiobook captures the feistiness
of Teri, the charm of adorable Mikey, and the
fuzzy thinking of Kate’s minister father.

Escape to the fantasy
world of the Old Kingdom,
as introduced by Garth Nix
in Sabriel, continues in
Lirael (a 2003 Best Book
for Young Adults) and
concludes in the recently
released Abhorsen. In the
middle volume, young
Lirael has been raised by
the Clayr but feels a misfit
because she doesn’t re-

semble any of the other Clayr and hasn’t received
the Sight, the ability to see into the future.
Unaware that her magical skills are prodigious,
she uses spells and scraps to create the

August 2003 •  VOYA  •  207



208 •  VOYA  •  August 2003

Disreputable Dog, who will prove a steadfast and valued
companion as together they confront the Necromancer to save the
Old Kingdom. Tim Curry narrates all three works and brings to the
Disreputable Dog a charm that is totally at odds with his physical
description. The mysterious cat Mogget, who can turn from helpful
to deadly with the wrong magic, is
lovingly grouchy and condescending
thanks to Curry’s expressive voice.
Of course, Lirael carries the show,
and her growth and self-confidence
is apparent in the increasing resolve
of her voice.

Adult Titles for Teens
A Fine Dark Line by Joe R. Lansdale
takes place in a small Southern town
in the 1950s as the younger
generation begins to question the
racist ways of some of their elders. A
friendship forged that summer
between young white Stanley and an
old black man called Buster is both
unusual and sympathetic and marks the loss of innocence of
Stanley’s boyhood. Tripping over a buried cache of letters, Stanley
shares them with Buster and soon the two try to unravel several
old murders, which have been long covered up by their town’s
elders. Named by AudioFile magazine as one of the industry’s
Golden Voices—certainly worthy of that recognition here—Dick
Hill has no trouble switching from a Southern African American

dialect to the ranting of a misguided
preacher or Stanley’s inquisitive pitch,
while also transforming from young to
old, boy to girl, and man to woman in
this superlative reading. 

Another Dick Hill narration is P. T.
Deutermann’s chiller Darkside. A
plebe at the Naval Academy falls to his
death while wearing the underwear of
Midshipman First Class Julie Markham.
Professor Ev Markham, Julie’s dad,
knows enough to realize that his
daughter is in serious trouble if the
Academy’s pristine image is
besmirched, something likely to
happen if the bureaucracy known as
the “Dark Side” chooses to offer up
sacrifices. During the investigation, the

Academy’s security chief realizes that one of the Midshipmen uses
tunnels under the Academy to leave the grounds at night, a Middie
who knows how to cause havoc when his lair is disturbed. Hill
again portrays a wide range of characters, from worried father Ev
to hard-charging female attorney and innocent-sounding Julie, but
his voice drips with loathing and condescension in his portrayal of
the cunning, wayward midshipman, adding an additional layer of
suspense and foreboding. 

Another Golden Voice narrator is George Guidall, who recounts
Elmer Kelton’s work, The Pumpkin Rollers. Listening to him tell
this story of fresh-off-the-farm Trey McLean, dubbed a “pumpkin
roller,” is like sitting around a campfire hearing a tale from a
grizzled cowboy. With a voice that captures the rugged, harsh life
of the Western frontier, Guidall portrays eighteen-year-old Trey; his
young, innocent wife, Sarah; and the various lawmen, cattle
rustlers, ranchers, and prostitutes who lived in this lawless and
lonely time on the Texas frontier. In 1997, the Texas Legislature

proclaimed Elmer Kelton Day to honor this prolific writer for his
portrayal of the Old West, an achievement already noted by his
many Spur Awards. 

Jasper Fforde’s first book, The Eyre Affair (Highbridge Audio,
2002), starred Thursday Next, introducing readers to an unusual
detective who saves favorite literary characters from destruction.
She returns in Lost in a Good Book, happily married and newly
pregnant. Thursday’s life turns upside-down when her husband
disappears, a victim of time manipulation. To rescue him, she must
spring a criminal from the stanzas of Poe’s The Raven, a task for
which she calls upon Miss Havisham from Great Expectations. In
this alternate England where the Crimean War is still being fought,
Thursday contends with mammoth migrations, her pet dodo
Pickwick’s pregnancy, and a series of almost-deadly coincidences
in a fun and funny literary chase. Narrator Elizabeth Sastre
maintains the fast-paced tempo of the book as she reveals
Thursday’s impatience with bureaucracy, anger over her silly goof-
ups, surprise at Pickwick’s pregnancy, and resigned acceptance of
the changes in her life.

Popular Culture
Scott Adams, whose Dilbert cartoons reveal the true, laughable,
and ludicrous side of office life, goes one step further in Dilbert
and the Way of the Weasel. Here he offers his theory that all
people are weasels, which explains those office workers who are
promoted without ever doing any work. Author and narrator
Adams’s inflection on and stress of certain words ratchets up the
humor gauge and leaves no option for the listener but to laugh.
Even without the cartoon drawings, he’s funny.

The popular television show Alias now boasts some prequel
CDs that introduce college student Sydney as she’s recruited by SD-
6 to spy for the U.S. government. The CDs’ music compliments the
peppy, upbeat narration of Amanda Foreman, who portrays
Sydney’s excitement at becoming a spy, worry over personal
failure, and thrill at being sent to Paris on her first assignment.
Anyone who watches or has tried to watch Alias will want to play
these CDs.

The A+ Award
A softie for any audiobook that makes
me chortle, guffaw, or snicker, I
absolutely melted with nonstop laughter
over this definite “chick audiobook,” to
match the burgeoning “chick flicks.”
Confessions of a Shopaholic by Sophie
Kinsella is a hoot! Rebecca Bloomwood
moves into your mind and your heart
with all her financial problems. A writer
for the magazine Successful Saving, Becca
doesn’t practice the advice she doles out
to readers. Overwhelmed by late charges,
overdrafts, and maxed-out credit cards,
she earnestly tries to cut back but spends
more money trying to be thrifty. After thriftiness fails, she takes a
second job as a clerk in a dress shop, where she’s fired the first day
for hiding a pair of zebra-striped pants that she covets and a
customer wants. Next is a stab at making fabric-covered frames in
the comfort of her home, but she’s hopeless at mitering corners.
Eventually she just hides her bills in rubbish containers and dresser
drawers to avoid thinking about them. Just as Becca appears to be
sinking under the weight of her bills, her ability to tell a good
story—some of us might call it lying—sets her on a new, more
profitable career path. Narrator Emily Gray’s British accent and



understatement render every situation laughable as she captures
the essence of Rebecca’s kind but naïve character. 

Audiobooks Discussed
Adams, Scott. Dilbert and the Way of the Weasel. Read by

Scott Adams. Unabridged. 2 cassettes or 1 CD; 3 hours.
HarperAudio, 2002. $18.95 cassette. 0-06-051823-5. $21.95 CD.
0-06-051824-3. 4Q 5P S

Alias series. Read by Amanda Foreman. 2 CDs; 2 hours. $19.99.
Abridged. Imagination Studio/Random House, 2003. 4Q 5P J S
Alias #1 Recruited by Lynn Mason. 0-8072-1040-4.
Alias #2 A Secret Life by Laura Peyton Roberts. 0-8072-1041-2.
Alias #3 Disappeared by Lynn Mason. 0-8072-1042-0.
Alias #4 Sister Spy by Laura Peyton Roberts. 0-8072-1194-X.

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Catalyst. Read by Samantha Mathis.
Unabridged. 4 cassettes; 6 hours. Listening Library/Random
House, 2002.    $32. 0-8072-0902-3. 4Q 4P J S

Cabot, Meg. All-American Girl. Read by Ariadne Meyers.
Unabridged. 5 cassettes or 6 CDs; 7 hours. Listening
Library/Random House, 2002. $36 cassette. 0-8072-0902-3. $45
CD. 0-8072-1597-X. 5Q 5P M J S

Deutermann, P. T. Darkside. Read by Dick Hill. Unabridged. 11
cassettes; 16 hours. Brilliance Audio, 2002. $34.95. 1-59086-
111-6. 4Q 4P S

Fforde, Jasper. Lost in a Good Book. Read by Elizabeth Sastre.
Unabridged. 7 cassettes; 11 hours, 30 minutes. HighBridge,
2003. $36.95. 1-56511-756-5. 5Q 5P S

Freymann-Weyr, Garret. My Heartbeat. Read by Christy Carlson
Romano. Unabridged. 3 cassettes or 3 CDs; 3 hours, 15
minutes. Listening Library/RandomHouse, 2003. $30 cassette.
0-8072-1199-0. $30 CD. 0-8072-1599-6. 5Q 5P J S

Funke, Cornelia. The Thief Lord. Read by Simon Jones.
Unabridged. 5 cassettes; 8 hours, 30 minutes. Listening
Library/Random House, 2002. $36. 0-8072-0977-5. 5Q 5P M J
AudioFile Earphones Award.

Gantos, Jack. What Would Joey Do? Read by Jack Gantos.
Unabridged. 3 cassettes; 4 hours, 47 minutes. Listening
Library/Random House, 2003. $30. 0-8072-0949-X. 5Q 4P M J

Hiaasen, Carl. Hoot. Read by Chad Lowe. Unabridged. 4 cassettes
or 6 CDs; 6 hours, 30 minutes. Listening Library/Random House,
2002. $32 cassette 0-8072-0923-6. $45 CD. 0-8072-1595-3. 5Q 5P
M J Silver Parents Choice Award, 2002.

Hoeye, Michael. Hermux Tantamoq Adventures. Read by Campbell
Scott. Unabridged. Listening Library, 2002. 5Q 4P M J S
Time Stops for No Mouse. 4 cassettes; 5 hours, 45 minutes.
$32. 0-8072-0847-7.
The Sands of Time. 4 cassettes; 5 hours, 57 minutes. $32. 0-
8072-0884-1.

Howe, James. The Misfits. Read by Spencer Murphy, Maggie
Lane, Andrew Pollack, Ryan Carlesco, et al. Unabridged. 3
cassettes or 4 CDs; 5 hours. Full Cast Audio, 2002. $21.95
Retail cassette ed. 1- 932076-11-5. $24 Library cassette ed. 1-
932076-22-3. $31 Library CD ed. 1-932076-22-0. 4Q 5P M J

Jarvis, Robin. The Dark Portal, Book One of The Deptford Trilogy.
Read by Roe Kendall. Unabridged. 6 cassettes; 8.25 hours.
Blackstone Audiobooks, 2003. $44.95. 078612331-1. 4Q 4P J S

Kelton, Elmer. The Pumpkin Rollers. Read by George Guidall.
Unabridged. 7 cassettes; 7.25 hours. Recorded Books, 2002.
$58. 4Q 4P S

Kinsella, Sophie. Confessions of a Shopaholic. Read by Emily
Gray. Unabridged. 8 cassettes; 11.75 hours. Recorded Books,
2002. $76. 0-4025-3392-6. 5Q 5P S

Koertge, Ron. Stoner & Spaz . Read by Josh Hamilton.
Unabridged. 2 cassettes; 2 hours, 56 minutes. Listening

Library/Random House, 2003. $23. 0-8072-1246-6. 5Q 5P J S
Koss, Amy Goldman. The Girls. Read by Emily Holgate,

Gabrielle Barry-Canfield, Joanna D’Alosio, Carrie Manolakos,
Carmen Viviano-Crafts, et al. Unabridged. 2 cassettes or 3
CDs; 2.25 hours. Full Cast Audio, 2002. $17.95 Retail cassette
ed. 1-932076-05-0. $20 Library cassette ed. 1-932076-06-9. $28
Library CD ed. 1-932076-20-4. 4Q 5P M J

Lansdale, Joe R. A Fine Dark Line. Read by Dick Hill.
Unabridged. 6 cassettes; 8 hours. Brilliance Audio, 2003.
$29.95. 1-59086-232-1. 5Q 4P S

Nix, Garth. Sabriel Trilogy. Read by Tim Curry. Unabridged.
Listening Library/Random House. 5Q 4P J S
Sabriel. 2002. 7 cassettes or 10 CDs; 10 hours, 40 minutes. $46
cassette. 0-8072-0563-X. $65 CD. 0-8072-1605-4.
Lirael. 2002. 9 cassettes; 14 hours, 44 minutes. $53. 0-8072-0564-8. 
Abhorsen. 2003. 9 cassettes; 14 hours. $46. 0-8072-0560-5.

Peck, Richard. Fair Weather . Read by Estelle Parsons.
Unabridged. 3 cassettes; 3 hours, 28 minutes. Listening
Library/Random House, 2002. $30. 0-8072-0952-X. 5Q 4P M J

Sources
Blackstone Audiobooks, P. O. Box 969, Ashland, OR 97520. 800-

729-2665; fax (800) 482-9294; http://www.blackstoneaudio.com.
Brilliance Audio, 1704 Eaton Dr., P. O. Box 887, Grand Haven, MI

49417. (800) 648-2312; fax 616-846-0630; http://www.brilliance
audio.com.

Full Cast Audio, 618 Westcott St., First Floor, Syracuse, NY 13210.
(800) 871-6152; fax (800) 871-7411; http://www.fullcastaudio.com.

HarperAudio, HarperCollins Publishers, 10 East 53rd St., New York,
NY 10022. (212) 207-7777; fax (212) 207-6666; http://www.harper
audio.com.

HighBridge Audio, 33 S. Sixth St., CC-2205, Minneapolis, MN 55402.
(800) 755-8532; fax (612) 304-7175; http://www.highbridge
audio.com.

Imagination Studio/Random House and Listening Library/Random
House, P. O. Box 25122, Santa Ana, CA 02700-5122. (800) 541-
5525; fax (714) 825-0756; http://www.randomhouse.com/
audio/listeninglibrary.

Recorded Books, 270 Skipjack Rd., Prince Frederick, MD 20678.
(800) 638-1304; fax (410) 535-5499; http://www.recordedbooks.com.
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Media Exploration Committee as well as chair of the 2004 Michael
L. Printz Award Committee.

August 2003 •  VOYA  •  209


